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mable materials. But when the house suddenly took
fire in the middle of the night the five princes knew
that a plot was intended against them, and, having
escaped with their mother, not without difficulty,
they took to the forest, and dressing themselves as
hermits settled down to await events.

Now it was the custom among these people that
if a princess were not sought in marriage by a prince
of equal or higher rank than herself, she had the
right, without sacrificing her maidenly modesty, of
inviting to a festival all the neighbouring princes,
and of choosing a husband from among them. A
festival of this kind was known as the Swayamvara,
or " The Bride's Choice/5 and it was conducted with
great pomp and splendour. In their wanderings
through the forest the sons of Pandu heard that
the daughter of Draupad, King of Panchala, was
about to hold a Swayamvara, and they decided to go
to this monarch's royal city.

As they drew near to the place they found the
roads into the city thronged with the chariots and
attendants of numerous princes and nobles who had
come to the festival of the princess, whose name was
Draupadi, and who was reported to be of surpassing
beauty, with eyes like the lotus flower, and a figure
as graceful as that of a young fawn. The suitors
brought, according to custom, many gifts of cattle,
gold, and jewels, embroidered muslin, and fruits of
the rarest quality ; and the king made a splendid
banquet in their honour. But the five tall sons of
Pandu trudged along the road, leaning upon their